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In their daily activities, forensic scientists recurrently detect, collect, analyse and interpret the relics of criminal 

activities. Through traces, they reconstruct and explain what occurred in the past and detect patterns of repetitive 

crime activities. It is argued that, in addition to its traditional investigative and court functions, forensic science can 

help decipher crime mechanisms that can subsequently inform on disorders, deviant behaviours or more broadly 

on crime. This workshop aims to engage the participants with the opportunities and challenges related to the 

implementation of forensic intelligence. Examples including but not limited to illicit drug monitoring will highlight 

possibilities to extend the role of forensic science beyond traditional court purposes. 
 

Illicit drug profiling has been routinely conducted for many years; however, its systematic use in investigation and 

intelligence is still under-developed. The role, contribution and pitfalls of illicit drug profiling in support of strategic, 

operational and investigations on criminal networks will be discussed during the workshop.   
 

This workshop includes a practical component where the participants will work in small groups on a dataset. 

Furthermore, initiatives in Australia, Switzerland and Canada will be presented to discuss criteria useful to properly 

conceive and operate a forensic intelligence system. Based on these initiatives, the workshop will provide some 

criteria to answer questions such as: 

- What forensic data to analyse and profile to provide meaningful intelligence products? 
- How to process and compare data to monitor illicit drug trafficking or other types of organised crime in a tactical, 

operational and strategic perspective? 
- What characteristics to use to study the extent and activity of distribution networks? 
- How to use the results of the analysis to have an impact on the illicit drug problem? 

The targeted audience is broad and does not require any previous knowledge of forensic intelligence. 

Requirements: it would be good for participants to bring a laptop with Microsoft Excel (or equivalent) as they 

will require to conduct simple spreadsheet calculations. 
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